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mouth, the last drops of milk, the cold nip-
ple. The Ukrainians had a term for this. 
They said to themselves, quietly, as they 
passed: ‘These are the buds of the socialist 
spring.’ ’’ 

U.S. policymakers, having allowed their 
wishes to father their thoughts, find Putin 
incomprehensible. He is a barbarian but not 
a monster, and hence no Stalin. But he has 
been coarsened, in ways difficult for civilized 
people to understand, by certain continu-
ities, institutional and emotional, with an 
almost unimaginably vicious past. And as 
Ukraine, a bubbling stew of tensions and 
hatreds, struggles with its identity and aspi-
rations, Americans should warily remember 
William Faulkner’s aphorism: ‘‘The past is 
never dead. It’s not even past.’’ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 404. An act to preserve the Green Moun-
tain Lookout in the Glacier Peak Wilderness 
of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National 
Forest. 

f 

TIME FOR A PARADIGM SHIFT IN 
AMERICA’S FOREIGN POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. YOHO) for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleagues for joining me 
tonight to talk about foreign aid and 
saving hard-earned American tax-
payers’ dollars. 

With April 15 fast approaching, 
Americans will be filling out their tax 
returns and sending a portion of their 
hard-earned tax money to the Federal 
Treasury. It is up to us as Members of 
Congress to be good stewards of these 
funds, making sure that they are used 
to the best ability that we can to get 
the results desired. Time and again, we 
hear of wasteful spending in Wash-
ington, D.C., and it is long overdue 
that we commit ourselves to giving 
proper oversight to how we spend the 
people’s money. 

I have made it a priority of mine 
since having the honor of joining the 
people’s House to commit myself to 
doing the proper oversight of govern-
ment. There are numerous examples of 
domestic programs that are a question-
able use of taxpayers’ dollars, and 
many of them should be eliminated. 
However, there is a United States for-
eign aid program that caught my eye 
and the eyes of my colleagues on the 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

On March 5, 2014, the House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on Terrorism, 
Nonproliferation, and Trade held a 
hearing: ‘‘Threats to Israel: Terrorist 
Funding and Trade Boycotts.’’ Through 
that hearing, it was brought to our at-
tention that United States’ foreign aid 
given to the Palestinian Authority has 
the potential to be funneled into a fund 
that pays monthly salaries to Israeli- 
convicted Palestinian terrorists. 

Back in April 2011, the Palestinian 
Authority Registry published the PA 
Government Resolution of 2010, resolu-
tion Nos. 21 and 23, which formalized 
the long-held practice of the PA’s pay-
ing a monthly salary to all Palestin-
ians imprisoned in Israel for security- 
and terror-related offenses. The sala-
ries are paid from the PA’s general 
budget to the prisoners on a sliding 
scale based on quality, which in this 
world means, the more vicious the act 
of terrorism, the more that is paid out. 
The payments can range from 2,400 to 
12,000 shekels per month, roughly $680 
to $3,400 per month. 

It doesn’t take a genius to know that 
money is interchangeable and that, 
once out of the hands of the American 
foreign aid, the dollars can easily be 
used to pay these salaries. It is re-
ported, as of December 2012, salaries 
have gone to more than 4,500 prisoners 
who have committed acts of terror, 
acts of terror that have killed at least 
54 U.S. citizens since 1993 and have in-
jured another 83 Americans. 

This is totally unacceptable. It is ab-
surd that the United States remains 
one of the largest donors to the Pales-
tinian Authority while these heinous 
practices remain on the books. 

It is for this reason that my col-
leagues and I introduced a resolution 
in Congress that simply says that, 
until the Palestinian Authority repeals 
the resolution supporting convicted 
terrorists, all U.S. foreign aid to the 
PA should be halted. Representatives 
WEBER, PERRY, POE, WESTMORELAND, 
COLLINS, JOHNSON, KING, and FRANKS 
all feel the same way I do—cut off the 
funding. I believe this is only fair and 
should have been done a long time ago. 
The American taxpayers should not be 
funding anyone who wishes death upon 
them or conspires to inflict harm on us 
or our allies. 

According to Palestinian definition, 
again, more than 4,500 Palestinian pris-
oners who are serving time for terror- 
related offenses are recipients of the 
PA salaries. This means that Palestin-
ians convicted of crimes, such as theft, 
do not receive a salary, but Hamas and 
Fatah prisoners receive hefty pay-
ments for acts of terrorism. 

Madam Speaker, take a moment to 
think about this. Steal a loaf of bread, 
and you don’t get a check. Blow up a 
building and commit murder, and you 
receive a nice stipend from the Pales-
tinian Authority which is funded by 
the hardworking American taxpayers. 
The thought of this angers me, and I 
know it angers the American tax-
payers. 

Since 2011, Palestinian Media Watch 
has been documenting international 
donors’ aid money to the Palestinian 
Authority that is given for salaries and 
the general budget but that ends up 
paying the salaries of Palestinian ter-
rorists imprisoned in Israel. These 
monthly payments to prisoners are 
paid from the Palestinian general 
budget fund. According to the language 
of the Palestinian regulation as well as 

Palestinian economic reports on gov-
ernment salaries, the monthly salaries 
to prisoners range, again, from 2,400 
shekels to 12,000 shekels a month. That 
is $680 to $3,400 a month. The average 
income in that region is between $4,000 
and $5,000 a year. The Palestinian Au-
thority economic report listed the pris-
oners’ salaries as part of the Pales-
tinian general salary budget, which in-
cludes civil servants, military per-
sonnel, and others. It was not listed as 
a social service payment. 

Two national bodies exist to process 
those salaries and other benefits. The 
Palestinian Ministry of Prisoners’ Af-
fairs, established in 1998, is an official 
bureaucracy of the Palestinian Author-
ity that commands as much priority as 
the Ministries of Health or Education 
but with far more gravitas. The Pales-
tinian Ministry of Prisoners’ Affairs 
works in tandem with the semi-official 
Prisoners’ Club, established in 1994. 
The ministry dispenses the salary. The 
club functions as an advocate for the 
prisoners, and it is quite willing to 
publicly needle Palestinian leadership 
generally and the Ministry of Pris-
oners’ Affairs specifically into pro-
viding ever-greater payments and bene-
fits. The ministry channels certain 
payments and benefits through the 
Prisoners’ Club. 

In May 2009, our own GAO issued a 
report on this very subject, entitled, 
‘‘Measures to Prevent Inadvertent Pay-
ments to Terrorists under Palestinian 
Aid Programs have been Strengthened 
but Some Weaknesses Remain.’’ The 
report explained: 

The U.S. Government is one of the largest 
donors to the Palestinians. It provided near-
ly $575 million in assistance in fiscal year 
2008. 

At least 54 U.S. citizens have been 
killed in Palestinian terror attacks 
since 1993, and another 83 have been 
wounded. The attacks have targeted 
American tourists, students, and expa-
triates living in Israel or in areas 
under Palestinian control. 

Ahlam Tamimi helped to mastermind 
the deadly 2001 bombing of the Sbarro 
pizzeria in Jerusalem, which killed 15 
people. Among those murdered was 
New Jersey schoolteacher Shoshana 
Greenbaum. Tamimi, who was released 
in the Shalit deal, now lives in Jordan, 
and is unrepentant about her actions. 
It is terrorists like these who receive 
monthly salaries from the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Madam Speaker, at a time in the 
world that is becoming more dan-
gerous, when there are individuals and 
organizations that wish the United 
States harm, when the administration 
is proposing cutting our military to 
pre-World War II levels, and when we 
as Americans are $17.6 trillion in debt, 
is it smart to be giving money to peo-
ple in the name of peace who wish to do 
Americans and Israeli citizens harm? 

Our national security is paramount, 
and as a Member of Congress, I swore 
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